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SECTION A—Summary Details

Directions:  Answer the questions in COMPLETE SENTENCES, punctuation, and spelling.

1. What spell was put on the monkey’s paw?

2. Where and how did Sergeant-Major Morris get the paw?  BE SPECIFIC!

3. What were the three wishes Mr. White made, and why did he wish for each?

4. Describe what Herbert saw in the flames?

5. After Herbert is gone, what kind of relationship does Mr. and Mrs. White have?  Why would you consider this a normal relationship given the circumstances?

Section B—Character Details.

Directions:  Give a description to include looks and personality for each of the following characters.  Hint:  Look closely at how they act and react throughout the story!

1. Sergeant-Major Morris—

2. Mr. White—

3. Mrs. White—

4. Herbert—

Section C—Story Details.

Directions:  Provide the details for the following terms.

1. Setting  (Where does the story take place?)—

2. Theme  (The fakir explained what he wanted people to realize.)

3. Mood  (Describe the overall affect this story intends to have on its audience.)

4. Foreshadow  (When do you receive the actual prediction of what is going to happen to Herbert?)

5. Moral  (What is the message of this story?)

The Monkey´s Paw - Guideline Questions

Part 1

1. What sort of night is it? Why?
2. Describe the game of chess played by father and son. Do you see any further aspects in it?

3. What impression do you get of the mother- son relationship?

4. What are we told about Sergeant-Major Morris?

5. What spell did the old fakir put on the monkey's paw?

6. What did the fakir want to show? Do you agree with this?

7. How did Sergeant-Major Morris get the monkey's paw?

8. How many have wished so far?

9. Why did Sergeant-Major Morris keep it?

10. Why does he want to burn it now?

11. How do the Whites feel about it? Give examples?

12. What does the father wish for? Why?

13. How does he feel about wishing?

14. What happens when he wishes?

15. What do the son and the mother think?

16. How does the first wish affect the mood?

17. How does Herbert behave? Why?

18. How do you feel about the monkey's paw at this point?

Part 2
1. How do the Whites feel about the monkey's paw the following morning? Why?

2. Do they all feel the same way?

3. "Morris said the things happened so naturally....that you might .... attribute it to coincidence."

Explain.

4. Give examples of Mrs. White's ambivalence after Herbert has left for work?

5. What does she expect when she sees the stranger? Why?

6. What news does the stranger bring?

7. What is the compensation?

8. Has Mr. White's first wish been granted? How do you interpret what happens?

9. This part is mainly seen from Mrs. White's point of view, why?

Part 3
1. In what way has Mrs. White changed in the third part?

2. What is the second wish?

3. Why is Mr. White afraid of wishing a second time?

4. What is the third wish?

5. Do you think the second and the third wish have been granted?

Is it possible to identify the person / "thing" knocking at the door with any certainty?

6. In your opinion, is this story fantastic, or uncanny? Justify your opinion.

7. In your opinion what is the message of the story?
